
BEAGLE EXPERIMENTS IN NEW ZEALAND  
 

Valley Animal Research  
Valley Animal Research Centre (VARC) is a contract 
animal testing company which keeps over a hundred 

beagles for experiments. VARC was set up two and a 

half years ago by Allen Goldenthal and his wife, 
Margaret Harkema. The company has facilities in 

Hawke’s Bay and Manawatu, where they keep dogs 

and cats for research purposes. 

The Manawatu operation is run out of Bainesse 

Kennels in Himitangi, a boarding kennel business 

which acts as a front for a vivisection laboratory. 

Goldenthal keeps 50-100 beagles here for research. The 
two story laboratory building is located behind the 

manager’s house. 

Goldenthal’s Hawke’s Bay facility is also advertised 
as boarding kennels -“Animal Boarders” in Whakatu, 

Hastings. However, the kennels mainly house about 50 

beagles, who have been bred for experiments. 

Goldenthal plans to build a new laboratory in Hastings. 

 

Who is Allen Goldenthal? 
Allen Goldenthal has been experimenting on animals 

for at least 16 years, and describes himself as an 'in 

vivo' and biopharmaceutical specialist. Originally from 

Canada, he has been involved in toxicity testing on 
animals at various overseas pharmaceutical companies, 

including Pasteur-Merieux-Connaught’s Animal 

Resources and Pathology Centre. In New Zealand, he 

found a job managing Massey University’s Estendart 

contract animal testing service. Two years ago he 

bought kennels in Hasting and Manawatu, and set up 

his own animal testing company.  Goldenthal claims to 
care for the health and happiness of his beagles, but 

there is little evidence to back this– he and his wife 

regularly sell dogs to whoever happens to bid for them 
on Trade Me. 

 

What kind of experiments?  
Goldenthal has been performing toxicity testing on the 
beagles. Beagle dogs are the “species of choice” for 

such experiments as they are small, friendly, and co-

operative. Typical experiments involve giving varying 

doses of a drug to twenty or thirty dogs, and observing 

the effects. Tests may be carried out for 4-6 weeks to 
investigate subacute toxicity, or up to two years to 

determine the chronic toxicity of the drug. 

Researchers administer drugs intravenously, 
through an oral pill or solution, through inhalation, or 

by injections. The experimenter then takes blood 

samples at regular intervals to investigate the effects of 
the drug in question. Scientists often surgically implant 

catheters into the veins of the dog to make it easier to 

take samples. At the end of some experiments, the dogs  

 

are killed and dissected to determine the effect of drugs 

on their organs and tissues. 
In one overseas experiment, beagle dogs were dosed 

with the drug avasimibe, causing vomiting, weight loss, 
salivation, and liver damage. Some dogs died of liver 

failure. In another experiment, the pesticide thiram was 

administered to 32 beagle dogs. Some of the dogs 

suffered severely, with nausea, vomiting, salivation, 

convulsions, liver failure, and kidney damage. 

 

Misery in the laboratory 
VARC’s beagle dogs are kept in unpleasant and 

unsanitary conditions, in cages lined with wire mesh 

over dirt floors. When the beagles are being used for a 
drug trial, an experimenter regularly comes in and 

removes them from their social group, and takes them 

to a frightening environment where they are dosed or 
injected with a drug. Dogs have excellent memories, 

and get to know and fear the routine of being removed 

from their cages and experimented on – a routine which 
may continue for weeks or years. At the end of the 

experiment they may be killed and dissected. 



But aren’t the tests approved by 

animal ethics committees?  
The “ethics” committees which monitor animal 

experiments have no independence. The token animal 

welfare representatives on the committee lack public 

accountability. There is considerable secrecy 

surrounding animal ethics committees and their 

decisions, and it is very difficult to find out who 

actually are the committee members. In effect, the 

monitoring of experiments is a bureaucratic process 
which does not help animals. 

 

Why beagle experiments aren’t 

necessary 
Goldenthal claims his experiments will save human 

lives. However he is not working for the good of 

humanity, but for his own profits. There is no need to 

experiment on beagle dogs. Due to the physiological 

differences between beagles and humans, drugs have 

different effects on the two species. When Viagra was 
tested on beagles, they showed "beagle pain 

syndrome," experiencing  side effects such as arching 
of the back and neck stiffness that do not apply to 

humans. When the female contraceptive DMPA was 

tested on beagle dogs, the results were also extremely 

misleading. 

 There are many cruelty-free ways of ensuring the 
safety of new drugs. Methods such as computer 

modelling and in-vitro tests involving cultured cells are 

cheaper, quicker and more reliable. The physiological 
and biochemical differences between humans and 

animals mean that the results of animal tests cannot be 

reliably applied to humans. 
 

 

The campaign to save the beaglesThe campaign to save the beaglesThe campaign to save the beaglesThe campaign to save the beagles    
 

SAFE and Save the Beagles Campaign are working together to stop Goldenthal’s cruel research. In 

particular, we aim to stop him building his new research laboratory in Hastings. Since last year we’ve 

been holding regular protests at both the Hastings and Manawatu research facilities. There has been 

tremendous support from the local community. We can stop these cruel toxicity experiments! Below are 

some ways you can help us save the beagles. 

 
Sign SAFE’s petition to the Minister of Agriculture http://www.banbeagleexperiments.org.nz/Sign-Petition/ 
 

Complain by letter, phone call, fax or email to Allan Goldenthal and Margaret Harkema (his wife). Their 

address is 43 Kaiapo Road, Hastings, info@varc.co.nz., 0-6-870 6995. You may also wish to contact their Himitangi 

business: ph. 06 878 7707, fax 06 878 3060. Boycott their boarding kennel businesses! 

 

Write a letter complaining to Jim Anderton, Minister of Agriculture 

 

Send letters complaining about Goldenthal’s  experiments to local newspapers  
Manawatu Standard, editor@msl.co.nz ; http://www.stuff.co.nz/manawatustandard/ 

Hawke’s Bay Today, editor@hbtoday.co.nz ; PO Box 180, Hastings  

 

Please contact Save the Beagles Campaign, PO Box 6387, Wellington www.varc.org.nz 

nzarinfo@gmail.com 


